Playground Planning Guide
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Create an amazing
playground
Planning and building a playground is a rewarding, yet challenging
experience. Whether you’re updating an existing playground or creating a
new one, our guide will help you assess your play area and community needs,
create a playground design that all visitors can enjoy, and properly install
and maintain your play area. Take time to bring your vision into focus—and
then let the dreaming, planning and designing begin! Find out more by
calling your local Landscape Structures playground consultant today at
888.438.6574 or 763.972.5200, or visit playlsi.com.
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Envision your play area
A great playground provides maximum play value and safety for visitors as well as minimizes the
lifetime cost of ownership to you. Ideally, your playground will complement your community’s unique
personality and be a destination for years to come. Get started by defining objectives for your play
area. Planning an efficient and exciting layout and following recommended design guidelines can
help ensure you create a beautiful playground that is safe, fun and comfortable for all visitors.
Community and user considerations
• What are the ages and abilities of the visitors who will use this play area?
• How many visitors will typically be playing at once?
• Are there unique historical characteristics, a color scheme or theme you’d like to incorporate?
• What additional amenities, such as shade, benches or restrooms, should be considered?
• Which members of the community could or should be involved in the planning, funding
or installation?
Budget considerations
• Start outlining your budget.
• How will funds be secured? Do you need to consider additional fundraising?
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Analyze your site
The characteristics of your site, including both natural and man-made elements, impact your
playground design. Work with a landscape architect or directly with your playground consultant
to analyze your site and make the most of the design, installation, user satisfaction, aesthetics
and maintenance. You can start with a blank sheet of paper and begin sketching your ideas.
Eventually you should obtain a scale drawing of the area from the city or landscape architect.
Consider the play area entrance points, existing shade and typical visitor traffic patterns. Draw
permanent structures such as paths, walls, fences and landscaping, whether they exist now or
you plan to add them. Be sure to allow enough space for visitors to move about, rest and relax,
and for new vegetation to expand as it grows.
• Consider the slope and soil conditions of your site for proper drainage.
• Incorporate existing vegetation, especially mature trees, into your design.
• Add landscaping elements and native vegetation that is safe for visitors, especially
children and pets.
• Consider climate patterns including wind, temperature, sun angles and precipitation in
the design and orientation of your playground.
• Consider access and amenities such as parking, distance to the play area, seating, bicycle
paths, shade and rest areas, restrooms, and security such as emergency telephones and
visibility from seating areas and the street.
• Check with your local utilities company to locate water, sewer and power lines.
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Design your playground and site
Now that you’ve thought through your playground vision, your visitors and the
characteristics of your playground site, you can create a detailed budget and design
an exciting playground that will meet your needs. Consider designing separate play
areas for younger and older kids. The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC)
recommends separate areas for infants and toddlers from ages 6 to 23 months,
preschoolers from ages 2 to 5 years and school-age children from ages 5 to 12 years.
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Design considerations:
• Would you like your playground to look modern,
blend in with the environment or carry out
a theme?
• Participate in a design session with a
Landscape Structures playground designer.
• Include a variety of play components for a wide
range of activities and play opportunities.
• Add freestanding play events such as spinners,
swings and seesaws.
• Incorporate educational elements such as learning
panels and signage.
• Select materials that will work well with
your climate, user needs and local
environmental requirements.
• Consider maintenance and manufacturing timing
when selecting materials and equipment.
• Incorporate accessible surfacing around
inclusive elements.
• Design for future phases to make it easier
to enhance your playground and keep it
exciting and fresh for users.

Budget considerations:
• Request a Landscape Structures grant guide.
• Assign expected expenditures for site preparation,
playground equipment, site furnishings, surfacing,
amenities, installation, future maintenance, phased
additions and anything else that will complete
your design vision.
• Before submitting your purchase order, carefully
review the design specifications and obtain
required approvals.
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Install your playground
Installing your playground is exciting and can involve your community members. A benefit
of including the community is that it creates a sense of pride and ownership, and reduces
future vandalism.
Some installation choices are:
• Volunteer installation with supervision of a professional installer. Request community build
resources from your Landscape Structures playground consultant for more information.
• Professional installation by an insured and Landscape Structures-certified crew.
• A blend of the above. You might have the site professionally prepared and have volunteers
help assemble the equipment, followed by a professional inspection.
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Enjoy and maintain your playground
When your playground is ready for public use, host a grand opening party to welcome visitors
and thank all those involved in the process. Grand openings are a great way to build community
camaraderie and celebrate all the work that went into creating the new play area.
Your playground should last for many years to come; regular inspections and proper maintenance
will ensure it is safe and comfortable, too. Landscape Structures customizes maintenance kits for
each playstructure purchase.
The cost and frequency of inspections and maintenance varies depending on the equipment and
products you purchase. Consult your playground consultant for assistance. Retrofitting and adding
to your play area in phases are great ways to update and add equipment to your play area over time.
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Partnerships
By partnering with organizations, you can create a playground that builds your community.
Here are some partners of Landscape Structures that you could also consider:
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

americanforests.org

naesp.org
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jcca.org

projectfitamerica.org
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kaboom.org

spdstar.org

kiwanis.org

miracleleague.com

shanesinspiration.org

ymca.net

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING
Landscape Structures offers a variety of purchasing contracts, including HGACBuy, TCPN and
NPCA, for cities, school districts and other municipal entities, and GSA for its federal customers.
All of these are nationwide government-procurement services that establish competitively priced
contracts for goods and services with the assurance that all contracts have been awarded through
a competitive, public bidding process that is compliant with your state bidding statutes. Any taxbased agency or nonprofit 501c is eligible to use cooperative purchasing contracts.

Landscape Structures, #030117-LSI

hgacbuy.com

naspovaluepoint.org

ncpa.us

njpacoop.org

®
tcpn.org

tips-usa.com

gsa.gov

888.438.6574 • 763.972.5200 • playlsi.com

10

Since 1971, Landscape Structures
Inc. has been the leading
manufacturer of commercial
playground equipment in the
world. The employee-owned
company designs community and
school playgrounds that encourage
kids of all ages and abilities to
learn persistence, leadership,
competition, bravery, support and
empathy through play. Landscape
Structures pushes the limits—of
design, inclusion, play—to help
kids realize there is no limit to
what they can do today and in the
future. For a better tomorrow, we
play today.
Contact your local playground
consultant today at 888.438.6574
or 763.972.5200 to learn more.
Or visit playlsi.com.
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